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instinct with romance. We find it in complete
poems, as in ' Auguries of Innocence '

To sec the world in a grain of sand,

And a heaven in a wild flower ;
Hold infinity in the palm of your hand,

And eternity in an hour

where we see what Mr Yeats means when he
says, ' the poems mark an epoch in English litera-
ture, for they were the first opening of the long-
sealed well of romantic poetry ; they, and not
the works of Cowper and Thomson and Chatterton,
being the true heralds of our modern poetry of
nature and enthusiasm ' *. If ' epochs ' in litera*
ture are to be { marked ' at all, instead of counting
the stages of its growth by inheritance, Blake
claims his share in this record.

It is not possible here to examine his work more
fully, either as poet or as artist, in which capacity
his designs for The Grave by Robert Blair (1697-
1746) are, perhaps, his most remarkable achieve-
ment. Blake stands alone in his age, alone in his
spiritual life. His significance in our present
context lies in his unique contribution to the
growing literature of the imagination. He returned
to Elizabethan standards of poetic style, when
he was not merely rhapsodical, and he surpassed
many of his contemporaries in his care for children
and dumb animals, and for all that partook of
elements universal rather than transient.

* Op. cit. Introduction, p. xxiii. The dispute as
to who was ' first * in opening the casements is, of course,
of no importance. The point is that -they were set open
by so many writers simultaneously.